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Based on the analysis of concept and main characteristics of educational 
inequality in China, an evaluation index system is built up in this paper, and then is 
used to analyze the present situation of educational inequality in China. The paper 
also analyzes the factors that influence educational inequality in China and proposes 
suggestions to diminish educational inequality. 
The paper contains six parts: 
The first chapter introduces the research background and the aim of research. 
The main points of content, structure and innovations are also introduced in this part. 
In the second chapter, the concept of educational inequality and its main 
characteristics in China is stated. The author also analyzes and evaluates the existing 
evaluation indicator systems. Based on that, the author develops a new index system 
that is more suitable to the present situation in China. The system consists of index on 
opportunity, course and result of education, which can be used to evaluate educational 
inequality in different aspects as well as in different phases.   
The third chapter makes an empirical study on present educational inequality in 
China. Utilizing the index system, the author analyzes the unequal situation in 
different regions, between urban and rural area, between genders, in social 
stratification and different schools. 
The fourth chapter makes theoretical and empirical study on factors that affect 
educational inequality in China. The results show that among the five factors, the 
inequality of income and of regional economic development, and fiscal expenditure 
on education are the key factors that affect the educational inequality in China. 
The fifth chapter states the suggestions and measures to diminish educational 
inequality in China. 
The sixth chapter makes conclusion of the study, and also points out the 
problems that need further studies. 
There are three innovations in this paper: 
I. The expounding of the concept of educational inequality. Up to now, there is 
no universal definition of educational inequality among the global research area. The 
author summarizes the concepts developed by scholars of the world and concludes 














education process equality and education result equality. Based on that, the author 
develops the concept of educational inequality that contains opportunity inequality, 
process inequality and result inequality. 
II. The construction of evaluation index system of educational inequality. The 
existing systems mainly focus on evaluating the development level and education 
modernization level. Although some index of those systems can be used to analyze the 
situation of educational inequality, they are lack of pertinence and systemic. Some 
domestic researches that construct evaluation index systems with several index, also 
can’t provide a complete evaluation. This paper constructs an index system based on 
the concept of educational inequality, which consists of index on opportunity, course 
and result of education. The system can be used to evaluate educational inequality in 
different aspects as well as in different phases. 
Ⅲ. Based on a lot of basic materials and data, this paper makes a comprehensive 
empirical analysis on educational eniquality of China.  
    Ⅳ. In the empirical analysis on educational inequality in different regions, the 
author uses principal component aggregative evaluation method in the analysis of 
education process inequality including all education phases, and then measures the 
extent of inequality by standard deviation and coefficient of variation of the 
aggregative evaluation scores. The same method is used to analyze the extent of 
aggregative inequality in 2004 among regions, including inequality in education 
opportunity, course and result.  
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